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Intent
“Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. Design is how it works.”
– Steve Jobs
At Burton Green, Design and Technology is taught through a carefully sequenced, knowledge-rich curriculum as part of our Primary Knowledge Curriculum (PKC). Through our two-year rolling programme for mixed-age classes, children develop the knowledge, skills and creativity needed to design, make and evaluate products that solve real and relevant problems. Pupils progressively build technical knowledge and practical skills while applying their learning across a range of contexts. Children are encouraged to think critically, take risks, solve problems and evaluate their work, developing resilience and confidence as designers, makers and innovators.
• Children access Design and Technology teaching through weekly lessons, blocked units or wider curriculum opportunities.
• Teaching is carefully sequenced through PKC to ensure progression in knowledge, skills and vocabulary across all year groups.
• Learning follows the design, make and evaluate process. 
• Pupils explore a range of materials, structures, mechanisms, textiles and food technology.
• Children are encouraged to take risks, refine ideas and learn from evaluation.
• Staff are supported to develop subject knowledge and pedagogy.
• Children develop resilience, creativity and independence through practical learning experiences.

Impact
Through Design and Technology at Burton Green, pupils will:
• Develop confidence, creativity and independence as designers and makers.
• Build secure knowledge of design processes, materials and technical skills.
• Apply the design, make and evaluate process effectively.
• Demonstrate resilience when solving problems and refining.
• Retain and build upon prior learning over time.
• Achieve age-related expectations and show clear progression in knowledge and skills.
• Produce high-quality outcomes that reflect creativity, practical expertise and technical understanding.
Family and Community Engagement
• Children's work is celebrated through displays, school events and online platforms where appropriate.
• Finished products are shared with families and taken home to celebrate achievement.
• Design and Technology projects help children make meaningful connections between school learning and the wider world.
Current Priorities and Next Steps
• Continue embedding the knowledge-rich Design and Technology curriculum and two-year rolling programme.
• Further develop assessment opportunities linked to progression in knowledge and skills.
• Enhance Design and Technology resources and practical learning experiences.
• Develop opportunities to celebrate Design and Technology through displays, exhibitions and online showcases.

Implementation
Design and Technology forms part of a broad and balanced curriculum and is delivered through carefully planned units within our two-year rolling programme. Teaching is progressive across all year groups and follows the PKC sequence of knowledge and skills.
Teaching includes:
• Learning structured around the design, make and evaluate cycle.
• Opportunities for children to investigate, design, make, test and improve products.
• Development of technical vocabulary and subject-specific knowledge.
• Opportunities to explore a range of materials, tools, structures, mechanisms and food technology. 
• DT Days/workshops/etc where appropriate.
• Final products that are tested, evaluated and celebrated.
• Adapted teaching to ensure all pupils can access and succeed in Design and Technology.
Assessment
• Assessment for learning continuously within lessons.
• Progression in knowledge, vocabulary and practical skills is tracked through the PKC framework.
• Recorded outcomes include design work, prototypes, finished products and evaluations.
• Teacher judgement yearly in end-of-year reports.
• Pupil voice and self-reflection support assessment of understanding and creativity.
Monitoring
• Staff feedback and confidence audits.
• Learning walks and lesson drop-ins.
• Pupil voice activities.
• Book looks, planning scrutiny and curriculum monitoring.
• Monitoring of progression and curriculum coverage across the rolling programme.
Teacher CPD and Monitoring
• The subject leader provides CPD and curriculum support to develop staff confidence and subject knowledge.
• Progression documents and curriculum mapping support consistency across the rolling programme.
• Monitoring activities inform curriculum development and staff support.
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