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We teach our English curriculum in KS1 and KS2 through Essential Writing (HFL Education), which enables children to write for an authentic purpose and a genuine audience. Pre-school and Reception follow Drawing Club by Greg Bottrill, which explores the magic of stories and inspires children to write for a purpose. 


We teach reading through the whole class reading model, using Literacy Shed + texts and bespoke planning.


We teach phonics using ‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ – ELS.  


We teach spelling through ELS – Essential Spelling and Word Knowledge. This builds upon the ELS phonics programme and enables pupils to understand the patterns in the English language using a combination of morphology, etymology and application of phonological rules.








Impact:


Burton Green C of E Academy has a community of enthusiastic readers and writers who enjoy showcasing their developing English knowledge and skills. Children are confident to take risks in their reading and writing, and love to discuss and share their ideas. Outcomes of work in both English and topic books evidence the high quality of work and the impact of varied and cross curricular writing opportunities. Children can write across a range of forms and adapt their writing successfully, considering the purpose.








Family/Community links:


The community enjoys events such as the book fayre and families value reading more in their homes. 


Library books are chosen by children in Early Years and KS1 to share with their families at home. 


Reading challenges are set during Summer and Easter holidays and promote family interaction. 


Early Reading Evening for Reception Parents in the Autumn Term








Intent:


At Burton Green C of E Academy, we believe that a high-quality English curriculum should develop children's love of reading, writing and discussion.


Reading lies at the heart of the curriculum, and we are dedicated to enabling our children to become lifelong readers. We believe that reading is key for academic success and one of our priorities is helping children to develop their all-important comprehension skills.


We recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where our children develop a love of writing and can express their thoughts and ideas clearly and creatively through the written word. We provide a range of exciting writing opportunities that draw upon high quality texts and feature effective vocabulary, varied sentence structures and interesting content. 


We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening and to be able to use discussion to communicate and further their learning. Working collaboratively is also important as it enables children to share ideas and become confident, articulate speakers.


We believe that children need to develop a secure knowledge base in English, which follows a clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. We believe that a secure base in English skills is crucial to a high-quality education and will give our children the tools they need to flourish. 








 








Implement:


All children in our academy have access to a range of high-quality texts to enjoy and cherish.


Our planning and teaching allow children to become immersed in high-quality texts. We dive into the language, characters, sequence and themes within a story. Our English long term provision maps ensure coverage of domains and genres and drives progression of skills.


Our writing units consider the outcome, audience and purpose to ensure the children can see the journey of each writing unit and are motivated to write. Real life writing opportunities are also made to enable children to write for a real purpose (e.g. writing to our PTFA to suggest ways we can be more eco-friendly during PTFA events/ writing to authors).


Strong cross-curricular writing links are also made to enable our children to gain an understanding of the world and its history through writing in a role and for a range of purposes (e.g. letter from an evacuee/diary of Queen Victoria/instructional writing linked to D&T).


Writing in our academy involves lots of talking, planning and editing, which allows our children to delve into the genre they are exploring. 


Grammatical choices made by authors are looked at and discussed, ensuring their understanding leads to the inclusion of such techniques in their own writing.


Great writing comes from the children learning how writing is constructed, so quality examples from children in the class are shared and displayed on working walls.


A key focus for us at Burton Green is promoting a love of reading and reading for pleasure.


Reading is valued throughout all areas of the curriculum (e.g. Our humanities lessons involve Atlas exploration and reading a range of historical sources)


At Burton Green, we understand the importance of Early Reading. Children are read to daily and decodable books are sent home that are matched to their phonic ability. 


An Early English evening takes place in Maple Class during the Autumn Term to share the importance of communication, reading and writing. It also shares how phonics is taught in and how it can be supported from home. 


Phonics sessions take place daily for EYFS and Year 1.


Spelling sessions take place 3x a week from Y2-Y6.


We teach reading using the whole class reading approach so children are exposed to a range of texts and enriching vocabulary. Our sessions are focussed around VIPERS to enable children to explore different aspects of comprehension in greater detail. 


Our reading challenge – ‘Superheroes of reading’ inspires our children to read at home and to access a range of texts. Children progress through reading challenges to reach our 'Mission Impossible' challenge and once completed, receive a £5 book token. 


Children who need additional support are identified and receive a variety of interventions that are tailored to address their gaps. 


Reception children have a Year 6 'Buddy' and they have time to read together several points through the year. 


Early Years and Key Stage One have access to a range of quality texts from the class book corners/reading areas. 


Assessment:


Ongoing assessment within lessons to identify next steps


Formal assessments termly


Phonics assessments half termly (Reception and Year 1) 








